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IF THE DIGGING GETS TOUGH
AND YOU’VE HAD ENOUGH

JUST CALL BILL
@77-DRILL

716-773-7455

HELICAL PIER INSTALLATION

10%OFF 
with 

this ad
Now 
Offering

Dirty Windows?
WINDOW & GUTTER CLEANING

(716)773-7580 kleenwindows.com

$25 OFF
YOUR 1ST SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
LOCALLY OWNED

EST 1975

AC
Inspection

National Fuel 
rebates up to 
$150 on furnace 
replacement 
Lennox rebates 
available

3001 Military Rd, NF Call 716-297-6444

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
 INSTALLATION AND REPAIRS

$10 OFF
AC

Inspection

www.StevesHeatingandCooling.com

Call now and save
Only Residential Customers

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Must present coupon at time of service
Cannot be combined with any other offer

DESIGN & DECORATINGDESIGN & DECORATING

Quality Affordable
Custom Concrete

716-773-4772

Landscape and  
Hardscape Design

New Installation & Design
Fireplace and Custom Kitchens

Paver Patios

Stamped, Colored, Aggregate

Call today for
free estimates.

ACT NOW!

$50 OFF
YOUR FIRST
TREATMENT

GUTTER TO GROUND HOME PROTECTION YEAR ROUND GUARANTEED!

NEW CUSTOMERS

Tree trimming, removal, 
stump grinding, and 

firewood delivery, 
24 hour emergency service, 

over 20 years in business

716-536-0686
LLC

Kitchens are the busiest 
rooms in most homes. Kitch-
ens have become more than 
just places to prepare meals, 

with many functioning as 
gathering spaces and 

even go-to 
dining spots 
in homes 
that do not 

feature formal 
dining rooms.

So much 
time spent in 
the kitchen 

makes it worth-
while to invest 

in these popu-
lar spaces. 
Kitchen reno-
vations are 
high on many 

homeown-
ers’ to-

d o 
l i s t s , 
a n d 

there’s many decisions to make 
once they commit to redoing 
the room. When renovating a 
kitchen, homeowners will have 
to choose which countertop 
material they want to install, 
and the following rundown of 
popular options can help sim-
plify that decision.

Quartz
Quartz is considered a low-

maintenance and durable 
countertop material. The home 
improvement experts at This 
Old House note that quartz 
countertops are typically 94 
percent ground quartz and 
now come with an honed, 
sandblasted or embossed 
treatment, which makes them 
appealing to homeowners with 
varying ideas on the ideal look 
of a kitchen countertop. Quartz 
can crack if it’s not handled 
properly, and edges and cor-
ners can chip over time. Round-
ed edges can minimize the risk 
of chipping. Costs vary by loca-

tion and product availability, 
but quartz typically costs about 
the same as natural stone.

Granite
Consumer Reports notes that 

no two slabs of granite are the 
same, and that uniqueness has 
long appealed to homeown-
ers. Tests run by Consumer 
Reports found that heat, cuts 
and scratches did not harm 
granite, though this material, 
like quartz, can crack around 
edges and corners. Granite is a 
durable material that, if proper-
ly maintained, can last several 
decades. Granite also is nonpo-
rous, which makes it resistant 
to bacteria. 

Laminate
Laminate countertops ap-

peal to budget-friendly home-
owners and Consumer Reports 
notes that they’re easy to in-
stall. Home Depot also notes 
that laminate 
countertops 

come in a wide range of colors, 
textures and designs. Laminate 
countertops also are durable, 
which helps budget-conscious 
homeowners stretch their dol-
lars even further. Laminate 
countertops are easily main-
tained, though it’s also easy 
to permanently damage them 
with knives, so Consumer Re-
ports recommends always us-
ing a cutting board when pre-
paring meals on laminate.

Butcher Block
Butcher block countertops 

are among the more unique 
options homeowners may con-
sider. Sometimes referred to as 
“wood countertops,” butcher 
block countertops are made 
from wooden strips that are 
fused together. The home im-
provement experts at BobVila.
com note that butcher block 
is among the more aff ordable 
materials, but the fi nal cost 
will be dictated by location 
and availability. BobVila.com 

notes that butcher block coun-
tertops are highly sensitive to 
liquid, so exposure to mois-
ture should be limited. Sealing 
butcher block countertops im-
mediately after installation can 
help protect against 
bacteria and warp-
ing. Though butch-
er blocks can be 
high maintenance, 
many homeown-
ers fi nd the unique 
look is well worth 
the extra elbow 
grease.

K i t c h e n 
countertops 
can defi ne 
how the 
room looks, 
and home-
owners have 
many options 
to choose 
from when de-
signing a new 
kitchen.  

What to know about kitchen countertop materials

Professional Technicians

Financing Avalable

Emergency Appointments

 
 

 
hwbrykandsons.com

Call for a FREE quote  
716-297-2901

Plumbing
Heating

Electrical

FOR PROMPT 
SERVICE

Hours: Mon-Fri 8-5;
 Thursday Evenings and  

Saturday Mornings  
by Appointment 

954 Brighton Rd., Tonawanda 14150

716-835-7620 

Visit Our 
Showroom

SALES SERVICE PARTS

DOOR SALES & SERVICE, INC.
OVERHEAD DOOR

Garage Doors &  
Electric Operators
Expert Door Repair

www.bartlettgaragedoorsofwny.com

Don’t order your Garage Door 
before visiting us. We’ve been 
told we have the lowest pricing 
in WNY! Buffalo’s only garage 

experts SINCE 1949.

4TH GENERATION 
SAME FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

If you're ready to create a custom garden 
room in your backyard, these tips can help 
you bring it to life. If you don't already have an 
existing structure, this can be a hefty invest-
ment—and you'll likely need to hire profes-
sionals for some or all of the project.

1. Determine the Size and Location
The size of the garden room may be dictated 

by the zoning requirements or what you’re 
looking to use it for, which, in turn, can aff ect 
its location. Bear in mind how the sunlight falls 
in your yard throughout the day, especially if 
you need natural light for work or exercise. This 
is especially important if you don't plan to add 
an electrical component for lighting.

2. Create a Design Plan
Whether you’re DIYing this project or hiring 

a professional to build it, it’s wise to sketch 

out your vision fi rst. Make sure all the pieces of 
furniture—like your desk or workout equip-
ment—will fi t into the space. Also, now is an 
excellent time to map out the area surrounding 
the room to plan for pathways, landscape de-
tails such as a gated arbor or outdoor lighting.

3. Choose Materials
Although the foundation may be determined 

by building codes, you can generally be as 
creative as you’d like with your garden room. 
Choose high-quality, durable, waterproof ma-
terials, paying particular attention to the roof 
and windows. If you’d like the garden room to 
refl ect a similar aesthetic, take into account the 
style of your home.

4. Prepare the Interior
Unless you’re licensed, this is the part of the 

process that you’ll need to hire a pro to do. 

From wiring electricity to installing a heat-
ing and cooling system, an ideal garden room 
should be cozy enough to use day or night dur-
ing any season. If you’re up for the challenge, 
lay fl ooring and paint the walls before the real 
fun begins.

5. Furnish and Decorate the Room
Finally, fi ll your garden room with furniture 

and set up storage to organize whatever you 
need, such as offi  ce or craft supplies, exercise 
equipment, or electronics. Add decorative and 
cozy touches like cheerful artwork and plenty 
of pillows. Include a mini fridge and style a cof-
fee bar to minimize trips to the kitchen to refi ll 
during the work day. If it’s feasible, consider in-
stalling a half bath in the garden room design, 
so there’s really no reason.

How to Create a Garden Room in Your Backyard
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